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Hosting Special Exhibition of Omiya Library

Ryukoku University Library Dean Prof. Masahiko Takeuchi

Ryukoku University Library holds a special exhibition of 2021 with the theme
of "Living with Sickness." Human beings have been suffering from sickness in
history. We can say that there are so many diseases that human beings have
overcome yet. We are not still sure of whether we can fight off the recent new
virus. Sickness does not only threaten our life, but the pandemics of sickness
may also destroy the foundation of our society that sustains our life. We are
experiencing it for ourselves currently. Such a situation induces us of many
indelible anxieties. In this exhibition, we display a copied Buddhist manuscript
of the Lotus Sutra in 10th CE brought back by the Otani expedition from
Dunhuang. The manuscript was copied by a prince of an unlettered kingdom
for the sake of curing his son of contracted diarrhea. On the other hand, we
discover that the prince also prayed for a cure of the illness to gods and
goddesses in Taoism. He did whatever he could to save his son. We can
understand his emotion even though we live in modern days. If human beings
cannot persevere such anxieties for a long time, society consisted of such
human beings should try out best to remove them. I wish that this special
exhibition offers an opportunity to give a thought to building the spirit. Last but
the least, Iwould like to express my deep appreciation to those who support

making this event happen.

December 2021
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What is “Living with Sickness”?

We plan this exhibition to understand how the people in the past
when medicine was less progressive than today. With hope, we

may get hints to live with the coronavirus today.
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In chapter one “Sickness and Faith,” sacred texts and religious drawings
of sickness found in various religious traditions such as Buddhism,
Shintoism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Christianity are exhibited.
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In chapter two “Sickness and Records,” the records about sickness
depicted in history books and individual diaries including some Chinese
texts from Nara period through Edo period are introduced.

T A o v -2 p.39

BH=E RS TR Wh oA FIYRERPRICBIE L CRENIARR, RO
TEPNIRERIL E OSCH R T LT,

In chapter three “Sickness and Literature,” literary works such as waka poetries
and essays sung or written on the occasion of encountering sickness are
introduced.
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In chapter four “Sickness and Treatment,” medical treatment books on various
sicknesses including infectious disease and texts on the human body system and
medical herbs which consist of the foundation to medical treatment are exhibited.
In this chapter, we take up the knowledge and research results in the old days.
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In chapter one “Sickness and Faith,” sacred texts and religious
drawings of sickness found in various religious traditions such as
Buddhism, Shintoism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Christianity are
exhibited.
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In chapter two “Sickness and Records,” the records about sickness
depicted in history books and individual diaries including some
Chinese texts from Nara period through Edo period are

introduced.
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In chapter three “Sickness and Literature,” literary works such as
waka poetries and essays sung or written on the occasion of

encountering sickness are introduced.
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In chapter four “Sickness and Treatment,” medical treatment books
on various sicknesses including infectious disease and texts on the
human body system and medical herbs which consist of the
foundation to medical treatment are exhibited. In this chapter, we
take up the knowledge and research results in the old days.
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