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Hosting Special Exhibition of Omiya Library

Ryukoku University Library Dean Prof. Tesshin Michimoto

It is my great pleasure to host this 2020 special exhibition of Ryukoku
University Omiya Library under the theme "Yusho Tokyshi-the Predecessor
of Knowledge."

Dr. Yusho Tokushi (1879-1960), a late professor emeritus of Ryukoku
University, graduated from Bungakuryo and was designated as a secretary
of Bukkyo-daigaku (present Ryukoku University) in 1905. He also taught at
Kyoto Imperial University as an adjunct lecturer. He devoted himself to
educating young students in the academic field of Buddhist studies and
history. He was also assigned to Dean of Ryukoku library in which he
contributed to the development of the University for more than 50 years.
Dr. Yusho Tokushi who was well versed in Buddhist studies participated in
the publication project of the Bukkyo-daijii dictionary as a chief editor. He
was also knowledge in the history of printing and authored the Toyo-
insatsu-josetsu (The Prolegomena of the History of Printing in the East).
He received the Kyoto Award in 1952.

He collected a wide range of books and materials relating to Shin Buddhist
studies, Buddhist studies, Japanese history literature reflecting his
interests. The collection was donated to Ryukoku University and is held at
Omiya Library as the Tokushi Collection. The books and materials
belonging to the Tokushi Collection are utilized by researchers and
university students as valuable references today.

Ryukoku Omiya Library published the Classified Catalog of the Tokushi
Collection Possessed by Ryukoku Omiya Library in 2012 and generated
various reactions to the classified contents of the Tokushi Collection. We
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the demise of Dr. Yusho Tokushi
this year. Although the pandemic of COVID 19 makes us unable to hold the
exhibition as usual, with a deep mind to recognize the significance of his
legacy we will hold this year’s exhibition online. For this online exhibition,
we would like to look back on his achievements and follow the path of his
predecessor of knowledge at Ryukoku University. I sincerely wish that this
exhibition provides an opportunity for as many people as possible to get to
know Dr. Yusho Tokushi’s legacy both domestically and internationally.
Lastly, I would like to express my deep gratitude to all those who have
worked hard to make this event possible.

December 2020
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Ryukoku University Omiya Library

Ryukoku University has three libraries across three campuses in Kyoto and
Shiga: Omiya Library, Fukakusa Library, and Seta Library. The history of
Ryukoku University begins with the establishment of Gakuryo (the College)
founded by Nishi Honganji Temple in 1639. The Omiya Library started at
about the same time.

In its history of more than 380 years, it has collected a large number of
materials.. It currently stores more than 750,000 books. Both undergraduate
and graduate students who major in literature and Buddhist studies study at
Omiya Campus. Therefore, the collection of books at Omiya Library is
composed of the disciplines of Buddhist studies, Shin Buddhist Studies,
history, and literature. It is a treasure trove of a large number of precious
books and materials from Japan and China. Its collection includes national
treasures such as the Ruiju Koshu (A Classified Collection of Old Poems).
Also, the "Shajidai Bunko", which is the collection of the successive chief
priests of Nishi Honganji Temple, which has been donated to Omiya Library.
Also included in its collections are the Buddhist scriptures and remains of
Central Asia brought back by the Otani expedition dispatched by the 22nd
chief priests of Nishi Honganji Temple, Kozui Otani.
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The Tokushi Collection

The Tokushi Collection consists of historically
valuable books and materials possessed by late Prof.
Yusho Tokushi (1879-1960). He was a scholar who
specialized in Buddhist history and bibliography. He
donated about 1,000 books relating to his research
field to Omiya Library in 1948 on the occasion of the
celebration of his seventieth birthday. The total
number of donated books and materials counts up to
2,365 at present.

The Tokushi Collection covers historical books in
Shin Buddhist studies, Buddhist studies, and
Japanese history and literature. It includes precious
books such as an old text of the Shoshinge hand-
copied in 1491. Besides texts, it contains more than
420 block prints, which were printed only once on a
sheet of paper, and 140 rubbed copies of historically
valuable stone monuments. For these reasons, the
Tokushi Collection has been attracting academics
domestically and internationally.
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A copper engraving of Bungaku-ryo college in Kyoto,1892

A group photo of a professor and students of Takanawa Buddhist College.

Tokushi stands at the third from the left in the second row
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The building of the Omiya Library. Preset Jushin-kan on Seta Campus
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Dr. Tokushi, who will guide the Shiro-Shoin
when the Crown Prince (Akihito) visited Nishi Honganji Temple at that time



The histry of Yusho Tokushi

1879 Born in Fukui Prefecture as the first son of Shoun Tokushi (FERAEE)
who was the ninth head priest of Saikyo-ji temple

1896 Entered Bungaku-ryo college in Kyoto
1899 Graduated from Bungaku-ryo college
1900 Entered Takanawa Bukkyo-kotochugaku (Takanawa Buddhist College)
1903 Graduated from Takanawa Buddhist College.
Worked at the office of Kozui Otani at Suma in Hyogo and assigned as an editor

of the record of the pilgrimage to the sacred Buddhist places in India

1905 Transferred to the office of Nishi
Honganji and dual appointment to Bukkyo-daigaku (Present Ryukoku University)

1907 Assigned as an editor of the Bukkyo-daijii dictionary which was planned as the
special project on the occasion of the 650th anniversary of Shinran’s memorial

1914 Designated as the chief editor of the Bukkyo-daijii dictionary

1918 Installed as the Dean of library of Bukkyo-daigaku

1919 Appointed as a professor of Bukkyo-daigaku

1920 Succeed the position of the head priest of Saikyo-ji temple in Fukui

1923 Resigned as the Dean of library of Bukkyo-daigaku

1928 Assigned as a professor of the faculty of literature of Ryukoku University

1936 Worked as an adjunct professor at Kyoto Imperial University and lecture on the
history of Japanese Buddhism

1943 Retired from Ryukoku University

1946 Installed as a lecturer of the faculty of literature at Ryukoku University

1950 Obtained a doctorate degree of literature

1951 Entrusted as a lecturer at Ryukoku University (new system)

1952 Awarded the Kyoto Cultural Center Award

1953 Assigned as a member of the expert adviser for cultural assets of Kyoto prefecture
1956 Assigned as the head of the historiographical institute of Honganji

1958 Resigned

1960 Passed away

References:
Ryukoku University Ronshu No.367 Kyoto:Ryukoku Gakkai, 1961

Inoue, Tetsuyu Shinshu Honpa Gakusou Itsuden (The Shinshu Honganji Shool Piest's
Biography)Kyoto:Nagatabunshodo, 1979

Nirakuso and Otani Expedition: The Origin of Silk Road Research and the Thoughts of the
Members Ryukoku University Ryukoku Museum, Kyoto Shimbun, and Kobe Shimbun,2014

Image courtesy of Takeko Tokushi
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