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Ryukoku Reflections

Sarah Hutton

(Head, Undergraduate Teaching and
Learning Services ./

University of Massachusetts Amherst)

In November 2012, | was

honored by tHe in\)itation to come and speak at the JASPUL
Annual Symposium in Kyoto. | was able to participate in a
very useful discussion with Librarians from other American
and Japanese academic libraries, including Librarians from
Ryukoku University. The knowledge that | gained from
speaking with Japanese academic Librarians is so valuable,
and | was excited to share what | had learned with my
colleagues in the United States after | returned.

In addition to presenting at the symposium, | also
had the opportunity to speak with Ryukoku University
Faculty, and was very interested to learn more about
Japanese higher education. | was taken around the
Ryukoku campuses and was impressed with the beautiful
architecture and landscape. | also had the honor of being
taken through the Nishi-Honganji Temple and was amazed
by its beauty and historical legacy.

| am so thankful to have had the opportunity to visit,
and am so grateful for my gracious hosts at Ryukoku
University. Having traveled to many places around the world, |
know that Kyoto is one of the most beautiful cities | have ever
visited. | hope | have the good fortune of returning one day.

L— o

Anthony Helm

(Head of Digital Media and Library
Technologies

Dartmouth College)

Although | have lived in

[
Japan for many years, | am still new to the world of libraries,

so | am thankful for the opportunity to visit Kyoto last
November to speak at the JASPUL International Symposium.
Not only could | learn more about library challenges and
opportunities in Japan, but | was also able to visit the stylish
Fukakusa campus and the beautifully renovated Omiya
Library of Ryukoku University for the first time.

Research and scholarship help us to understand the
past, make sense of the present, and lead us in new
directions for the future. As library staff, it is our mission to
protect, preserve, provide access to, and encourage such
research and scholarship. | was moved to see the
treasures maintained in the Omiya Library for generations
to come. Likewise, | was very glad to see the Learning
Commons created at Fukakusa Library to encourage
collaborative learning with easy access to library materials.

| left Kyoto with a sense of shared purpose. We are
challenged to adapt to changing resources (from books to
bytes) and new ways to study, but we are all working to
expand the minds of our student-scholars, to help them
become “You, unlimited.”
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