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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the actual state of environmental consciousness and its
formative factors among younger generation (aged 18-39) based on citizen survey data from the
Keihanshin metropolitan area in Japan. Environmental consciousness is analyzed in four stages—
recognition, concern, motivation, and behavioral intention—and the characteristics of the younger
generation are examined through comparison with all age groups. The analysis revealed that while
environmental consciousness among younger generation tends to be relatively low at overall average of
all stages, there is considerable variation within the group, with a certain proportion exhibiting
extremely high consciousness. The result of multiple regression analysis shows that “public sphere
participation” significantly influences all stages of environmental awareness in both the general and
younger generations, and “short-term nature experiences” have a significant impact on environmentally
friendly behavior in both groups. Among younger generation, involvement in public activities was
found to be a particularly important factor compared to others. In addition, “sense of efficacy” was
found to have a positive impact on certain stages of environmental consciousness. These findings
suggest that promoting public participation may contribute to enhancing environmental awareness
among younger generations.
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