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Conceptualizing and Developing “Local Public Human Resources”
—Actors Who “Connect and Draw Out” Local Self-Governance—
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Abstract

This article examines the ideas and formative process behind the term “Local Public Human
Resources” through research, educational, and practical developments from 2003 to 2010. The analysis
draws on the author’s perspective as a participant in the research institute LORC at Ryukoku
University, the Department of Political Science in the Faculty of Law, and the Faculty of Policy Science.
It traces how multi- and cross-sector actors collaborating across sectoral and occupational boundaries in
local policymaking were conceptualized and made visible as Local Public Human Resources, and how
their shared capacity was understood as the ability to “connect and draw out” diverse actors. Two
decades after the term was coined, the article argues that dialogue-mediated issue sharing and cross-
sector collaboration underpin local self-governance in contemporary urban society, and confirms that
Local Public Human Resources, like “citizens,” denote policy actors potentially open to all.

—— Keywords
Local Public Human Resources, Multi-/Cross-Sector Collaboration, “Connect and Draw
Out” Capacity, Dialogue, Local Self-Governance, Urban Type Society, Policy Actors, LORC
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