E:De

X

RAY IN—=F =9 LT VI 2N DSR2 R
—HR - BBk - PREEO ST - B —

R RN
S I B

Polycentric and Multi-Layered Climate Governance in
Baden-Wiirttemberg
—Linkages among Citizens, Municipalities, and
Intermediary Support Organisations—
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Abstract

This paper examines the distinctive features of climate governance in Baden-Wirttemberg by
analysing the interactions among three key arenas: citizens, municipalities, and intermediary support
structures. In the citizen arena, participation in renewable energy initiatives has strengthened local
ownership and fostered a shared commitment to community-led energy transitions. Municipalities have
institutionalised climate action through long-term strategies, cross-departmental structures, and
formalised participatory processes. Intermediary organisations provide technical expertise, capacity-
building, and process support, enabling both citizens and municipalities to sustain their initiatives. These
multi-level dynamics are further reinforced by connections to wider European networks, resulting in a
polycentric and multilayered model of climate governance. The study highlights how institutional
design, expertise, and collaborative practices jointly underpin the region’s decarbonisation efforts.
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