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Today’s Significance and Potential of Non-Military Pacifism
—*“Small Nation and Peace Initiative” as the Alternative Idea—
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Abstract

After the Russia's invasion of Ukraine, many countries around the world have been strengthening
their military capabilities, and in Japan, too, the political and media situation has become one in which
strengthening the military is inevitable. On the other hand, the 2024 House of Representatives election
and the 2025 House of Councilors election clearly showed voters’ anger against conventional politics. In
this article, I explain what I consider to be the position of the Japanese Constitution and discuss its
significance and potential today. The one-sided peace initiative was advocated in the 1960s during the
Cold War and played a role in overcoming the political and media situation of the time. However, if it is
to be adopted in present-day Japan, it must be examined from the perspective of the political and
economic situation itself, as a modern version of the policy of “Rich Nation and Strong Military” was
adopted under the Takaichi administration. In this context, in this article, I argue that Japan should aim
to become a small country, which can be said to be one of the ideological veins of modern Japanese
history. I believe that this position of “prioritizing human rights over national wealth and strength” is a
counterproposal to actual politics.

In this article, I dare to propose a radical argument, and I want to encourage a discussion that breaks
through the walls of the current space of speech.
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