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Presidential System and the Transformation of Conservative
Parties in South Korea
—A Comparative Analysis of the Park Geun-hye
and Yoon Suk-yeol Administrations—
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Abstract

This article compares the Park Geun-hye and Yoon Suk-yeol administrations to show how South
Korea's presidential system works in practice and how the conservative ruling party has changed. Both
conservative presidents were removed from office, but the political processes behind their removal
were very different. Under Park, large protests, the investigation by a special prosecutor, and defects
within the ruling party worked together and allowed institutional checks to function in a relatively
stable way. Under Yoon, however, repeated vetoes, heavy use of executive orders, and the declaration
of emergency martial law weakened these checks, while the ruling party could not act independently of
the president. The 2024 National Assembly election further strengthened a situation in which the
opposition held a majority against the president. This article shows how presidential institutions, ruling
party behavior, and civic mobilization interact to create both tensions and moments of resilience in
South Korean democracy.
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