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A study on the time and information management function of the class
system in educational organization management:

Through comparison with the authorized driving school system in Japan
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Abstract: Within educational organizations, classes have management functions that collectively
oversee time and information to enable continuous education. Previous research on classes as
institutions has primarily focused on analyzing and evaluating their educational functions,
including student disciplining. In contrast, this paper examines the functions that the functions
that the class unit serves within the school in terms of organizational management, specifically
the discretion granted to teachers through the organization of class. The paper focuses on two
aspects: the class as the basic unit for teachers to divide labor within the school, and education as
a temporal operation conducted continuously and systematically over a defined period. This
examination compares the institutional design and legal frameworks of authorized driving schools
in Japan, which do not organize classes, with the schools of public education.

The framework for driving schools is regulated at the legal level, with detailed specifications for
each instructional unit. Consequently, the discretion granted to individual schools or instructors is
considerably more limited than that granted to schools. While providing such a standardized
curriculum down to the unit-of-time level, the system also manages individual progress
information through instruction logs. This enables continuous instruction even when different
instructors are assigned to each session. In contrast, schools lack external control and
standardization down to the unit-time level. Instead, individual teachers are expected to manage
lesson progress at their discretion, with related information managed by the responsible teacher.
This is implemented as a collective in the form of a class, and, in this respect, it can be said that a
class system has two functions. First, the class serves to condense information on instructional
progress management into a group unit, limiting it to a level that individual teachers can remember
and process. Second, by organizing educational needs into groups, it enables the necessary

education to be carried out within the constraints imposed by the number of teachers.
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