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Second exercise in doctrine of the method of pure practical reason 2:

Respect for the moal law
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Abstract: There is a tangled problem in Kant's Critique of Practical Reason. 1t is the problem of
incentive to moral action. Kant says, “having acted...from duty”, “the action takes place from duty”,
“having acted...from respect for the law” (A81). This means that the incentive to moral action is
duty (law) as well as respect for the law. So is it in the part two of Critique of Practical Reason or
doctrine of the method of pure practical reason. What does it mean?

The moral law as an incentive of our will awakens respect for itself. That respect for the moral
law serves as an incentive to make this law our maxim. We act from respect for the law (our
maxim). The incentive to observance of moral law is respect for the moral law. An observance of
moral law is to obey the moral law i.e. the incentive of our will. The incentive to compliance with
the moral law is the moral law. From respect for the moral law (the incentive of our will) we obey
the moral law (the incentive of our will). This is the observance of moral law.

The presentation of pure virtue provides the human mind with an incentive. The incentive is the
moral law as the incentive of the will. This is the moral law as the incentive of the pupil’s will. From
pure respect for the moral law as the incentive of the will the pupil prefers the law (the incentive of
the will) to every other consideration. And from respect for the moral law as the incentive of the
will the pupil obeys the incentive of the will of the moral law. This is the observance of moral law

by the pupil.
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