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Examining the Basis of ‘Private Publicness’:

An analysis of the publicness assumed by private sector entities
and its reconstruction in our information society

Tatsuo Tsukiji

This study sets out to shed light on the basis for the establishment of publicness provided by the
private sector (“private publicness”) and examine the reconstruction of publicness in our information
society. To begin, we confirmed the theories of publicness proposed by Arendt and Habermas and
philosophically reviewed the notion of private sector publicness with reference to Searle’s social on-
tology. Next, in accordance with Shunpei Kumon’s emergent social systems model, we examined the
publicness of autonomous network systems using autonomous driving transportation systems as a case
study. Additionally, in the context of the dysfunction of private publicness and the growing demand
for publicness by private companies, we explored the conditions for publicness in emergent network
social systems. From the result of this investigation, we identified conditions for substantiating the
publicness of smart mobility network services, envisioning a new structure of publicness for our in-

formation society.



