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Thursday, May 13th, 1897,
Vice-President, in the Chair.

H. G. Lyons. Obl. folio, London, 1896,
Poona, 1896,

Survey of Western Indin for the mos
for the most part English,

The following gifts were announeced, and thanks for the
Folio,

same ordered to be returned to the donors :
From the Author :—A Report on the Island and Temples of Phile. By Capt,

From J. T. Micklethwaite, Esq,, F.8.A, :—Leadwork, Old and Ornamental, and

Sir JOHN EVANS, KCB, D.CL, LLD., SeD, FRS,

From the Government of Bombay :—Progress Re

- KeBEnE | RS Hedn
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British Archeology Seen by MINAKATA Kumagusu:
Focusing on the Society of Antiquaries of London

Masaki SHIMURA

While MINAKATA Kumagusu (1867-1941) was staying in UK, he had a chance to attend a
regular meeting (13, May, 1897) of the Society of Antiquaries of London. TOKUGAWA
Yorimichi (1872-1925), the heir of the Lord of Kishu where Minakata’s family long lived, ac-
companied him to this meeting. After the meeting, William GOWLAND (1842-1922), former di-
rector of the Nakanoshima Mint in Osaka, explained about the importance of the preservation of
the historic sites to the Japanese guests. Kumagusu was then making academic research in the
British Museum where he made friends with so called “antiquaries” such as A. W. Franks and C.
H. Read, then working as the curator of the major departments of the Museum. The antiquaries
at the time were making efforts to enact An Act for the better protection of Ancient Monuments,
and Kumagusu who later launched a pioneering natural preservation movement in Japan, was
probably deeply inspired by these British antiquaries. It is therefore quite important to redefine
the thought and activities of Kumagusu in the context of the British archeology and antiquary
movement.



