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The Feudal World of the Todo Domain and the Ueno Tenjin Festival:

A Festival for the Domain, a Festival for the Shogunate and a Festival for the People

Ryuji Yoshida

The Ueno Tenjin Festival, which developed in the castle town of Iga Ueno, is a typical example
of a modern castle town festival that evolved in early modern times. Such festivals, known generi-
cally as hikiyama matsuri (festivals of decorated floats pulled by hand) became established in the lat-
ter Edo period. From the perspective of feudal domain research, this paper examines the kind of so-
cial significance these festivals had for ruling feudal clans.

The Todo clan, which controlled the castle town of Iga Ueno in feudal times, ruled over a wide
area spanning the three domains of Tsu, Iga, and Jowa, each having a different geopolitical character.
The Tsu Hachimangu Shrine Festival, the Ueno Tenjin Festival, and the Kasuga Wakamiya “Onmat-
suri” Festival that developed in these three domains were all representative of their respective “small
basin universes.” A comparative study of the nature of these festivals in the feudal world of the T6dd
domains reveals that the Tsu Hachimangu Shrine Festival served as a “domain festival” for showcas-
ing and reaffirming the power of the ruling clan; the Kasuga Wakamiya “Onmatsuri” Festival was an
“official festival” for the shogunate’s rule of Yamato Province that was obligatory to attend; and the
Ueno Tenjin Festival was a “folk festival” that the castle town’s people were free to organize accord-
ing to their economic power and creativity. It was due to these differences in standing within the feu-

dal world of the time that the Ueno Tenjin Festival later evolved into a hikiyama matsuri.



