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Summary:

There are so many travel stories among Kamigata Rakugo tales, while quite a lot in the Edo
stories. In those stories, travelers depart from Osaka and head for various directions: the
longest series containing more than 20 sections moves around the states of Settsu, Yamato,
Iga, Ise, Owari, Ohmi, and Yamashiro, the main purpose being a pilgrimage to the Ise Shrine;
a westbound journey for a pilgrimage to the Kompira Shrine in Shikoku; a northbound one
for Ikeda in the north of Settsu; a southbound one for Kishu. Not only of those travels to the
actual visits to the neighboring areas, but so interesting are those traveling to the imaginary
places: the most fantastic is the story of visiting the inferno, lasting for one hour; a story
visiting the heavenly world; a traveler dive into underwater in a flask. The contrast between
ordinary travels and visits to imaginary places is one of the keys to this paper.
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