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This is a contrastive study of the Kinki dialects, covering seven prefectures which are the
results of the redivision of the 17 states under the Tokugawa Shogunate regime. The most
crucial idea in this paper is the concentric circles in the district: Kinai, consisting five states;
the peripheral areas consisting nine states; the outer circle of Tajima and Tango. The crite-
rion of the classification is the accent pattern, which distinguisges the lexicon with the pitch
differences of high and low. Kyo-kotoba (Kyoto dialect) and Semba-kotoba (Semba dialect)
are considered to be the core of the Kinai district. The farther from the distance from these

cores, the greater differences of the phonological, lexical and syntactic phenomena.
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