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Second exercise in doctrine of the method of pure practical reason:

Doctrine of the method that leads to the moral law in us
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Abstract: Kant’s Critique of Practical Reason consists of two parts. The part two is doctrine of the
method of pure practical reason. Here the doctrine of method is understood as the way in which
one can provide the laws of pure practical reason with access to the human mind and influence on
its maxims. My purpose in this paper is to interpret the second exercise in doctrine of the method
of pure practical reason. One tells a ten-year-old boy the story of an honest man and pure virtue is
presented. This is a method of the second exercise. The presentation of pure virtue provides the
pupil the moral law (honesty). The pupil prefers the law to every other consideration from pure
respect for the law. And he complies with the law. An incentive to comply with the moral law is the
moral law. His attention is fixed on the consciousness of his freedom. His freedom is his
renunciation. He is released from the constraint of true needs and is delivered from the manifold
dissatisfaction in which all those needs entangle him. And he is conscious of needing nothing.
This is his contentment. The pupil who complies with the law respects himself. Through his
contentment and the respect for himself in an action from duty the law of duty finds access to his
mind. In this way the doctrine of the method of pure practical reason provides the law with access
to the human mind. And the law becomes the maxim of the human mind. This doctrine of the
method is so to speak a doctrine of the method that leads to the moral law in us (Critique of

Practical Reason, A161).
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