E:Dd

H A EE P 3R D it & R
— [RABBEBORORIES: | OB 2 e

The Birth and Development of the Pacifism of the Constitution of
Japan: A Review in the Mess of the “Major Shift in Security Policy”
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Abstract

The government’s “major shift in security policy” violates the principle of “exclusive defense” that
Japan established after the war. In addition, some recent constitutional theories show a different
understanding from the conventional interpretation of Article 9.

Therefore, this article considers the significance and principle of the pacifism of Japan's Constitution,
going back to the discussions at the time of the establishment of Article 9, and points out that it is
“one-sided pacifism.” Next, it describes Japan's rearmament and the establishment of the Japan-U.S.
security system since the 1950s. In particular, it critically examines the Supreme Court ruling in the
Sunagawa case. Finally, it describes the trends during the period of the establishment of the “exclusive
defense” since the 1960s. It also focuses on the judgment of the first instance in the Naganuma case,
which found the Self-Defense Forces unconstitutional.

Through this examination, it reaffirms that the pacifism of the Japanese Constitution is a non-military
pacifism. It also discusses the appropriateness of its approach to criticizing actual issues, such as the
exercise of the right to collective self-defense, while being based on the principle of non-military pacifism.
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