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Beekeeping in Guinea: its potential and subjectivity

Chigusa Nakagawa (Department of Agrifood System, Ryukoku University)
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This is a preliminary study, aimed at understanding the food supply chain and
its trends in African societies through a discussion of the situation of beekeeping in
the Republic of Guinea. Several management models can now be identified in Guinea:
communities and individual entrepreneurs. New entries into beekeeping at the community
level are usually initiated with international support. International groups working in Guinea
have already experienced assistance in other African societies in terms of environmental
protection and solving poverty. Based on the knowledge there, they emphasize the benefits
of beekeeping and offer support for its introduction, while promoting “trendy” global values
such as SDGs and Nature Positive. The benefits of beekeeping are low cost and low risk. In
other words, the low financial and environmental impact makes sense on the development
assistance side. In these cases, the role of mediator between the two is required. This is
because the community will call for further problem solving, and someone will be needed
on site to confirm and coordinate these issues from time to time. Traditionally, the absence
of such mediators has been a challenge for community support in Guinea. In recent years,
however, human resources are being developed. Many of them, through training and
lectures, already understand global values and currents. Community members, on the
other hand, put these theories to the side and focus on solving community problems. These
intermediary actors have a major role to play in local endogenous and proactive proposals
and consensus-building. In African societies, entrepreneurship and new business ventures,
both individual and regional, are likely to increase further in the future. We should analyze
how to solve social problems, taking the field of food production from multiple perspectives -

international goals, local practices, community-based challenges and individual activities.
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