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Trends in The French BD Market
During and After the Pandemic

Jessica BAUWENS-SUGIMOTO*

During the pandemic, many around the world, as well as in mainland Europe were confined to
their homes and immediate environment for prolonged periods of time. This period of
confinement took longer than expected, and while waiting for the vaccine and the loosening of
restrictions, people looked for something to take their mind off things and their consumer
patterns changed. While the whole world was trying to overcome the crisis caused by the new
Coronavirus and there wasn’t much the general population could do, one way to overcome this
crisis was entertainment. Trying to avoid direct contact with other people, during this period
online commerce increased exponentially for everyday items and household goods. The same is
true for film, games, and books, of which the sales also increased. In France, French translations
of Japanese manga, especially popular among young readers, also saw an increase in sales to the
extent that they are seen as an ever growing threat to the local comics (bande dessinée, BD for
short) market. This paper, introducing several representative examples, discusses how this change
in consumer pattern played out in the French BD market.
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