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Taiwan’s Experience and Struggle During the Pandemic:
Examining Articles in Major Japanese Newspapers

Koichi YAWATA*

The objective of this paper is to examine the number of articles that appeared in Japanese
newspapers covering Taiwan’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. The paper reviewed two
major nationwide newspapers, Mainichi Shimbun and Asahi Shimbun, issued over a period of
1580 days (from January 2019 to April 2023). The results unveiled a sharp fluctuation in the
number of articles over this period, indicating the ebb and flow of Japanese society’s concern for
Taiwan’s experience and struggle during the pandemic. Interestingly, Taiwan’s political leaders,
namely Audrey Tang and Chen Shih Chung, garnered high attention from Japanese society
during times of emergency and suffering. The paper’s analysis also revealed that the frequency
of related articles appears to be influenced by various geopolitical and economic factors
surrounding Taiwan.
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