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Report on a Pilot Class of Intercultural Collaborative Learning

Kazuyo MURATA*

This paper reports on a pilot class of Intercultural Collaborative Learning conducted in the
first semester of the 2023 academic year. Intercultural Collaborative Learning, or ICL, aims to
foster mutual understanding among students from different linguistic and cultural backgrounds
through “meaningful interaction” in the form of collaborative learning experiences such as
groupwork and projects. To promote the internal internationalization of the university and to
nurture citizens with magokoro who can contribute to the happiness of others and will be
responsible for a sustainable society, to develop ICL plays an important role in Ryukoku
University.
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“I had concerns about potential language barriers hindering our progress.... We made collective efforts to
bridge the gaps in communication, finding innovative ways to express ourselves and understand one
another. Whether it was using simple drawings, gestures, or breaking sentences into more accessible
language chunks, we strived to ensure that nobody felt left out or misunderstood.”

“It’s about actively listening, being open to different interpretations, and embracing the diversity that

everyone brings to the group.”
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“In this class I learned a lot about how to work with others from different countries. Understanding the
differences people have culturally towards each other and how they see things differently from one another
is something that I didn’t really understand in my country.”
“These intercultural exchanges have been eye-opening, allowing us to gain insights into various aspects of

life in different countries that we might have never encountered before.”
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“As we persevered through the language obstacles, we discovered a deeper sense of unity among the team.
Our differences in cultural backgrounds, perspectives, and experiences became sources of strength,

enriching our discussions and problem-solving approaches.”
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“I have more opportunity to practicing Japanese speaking; I felt my Japanese speaking ability is much

better than the beginning of this semester.”
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