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The Challenge of Social and Solidarity Economy
in the COVID-19 Pandemic:
The Case of Asplande, Rio de Janeiro

Saori KAWAI*

This study aims to explore the transformative impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
Brazilian economy and society. Initially, we delineate the pandemic’s progression, with a
particular emphasis on infection dissemination and governmental responses. Additionally, the
pandemic s repercussions are assessed through an analysis of labor market dynamics, poverty,
and inequality indicators. The second section delves into the response of the social solidarity
economy (SSE) to the COVID-19 crisis in Brazil, revealing that, even prior to the pandemic, the
SSE encountered a political quandary stemming from budgetary limitations, which were a result
of political and economic instability that has prevailed since the mid-2010s. Recent studies have
accumulated evidence from case studies on individual entities within the SSE, suggesting that
their roles at the community level may have been instrumental in reducing the adverse effects of
COVID-19 on Brazilian society. The case study of Asplande, discussed in Section 3, is intended
to offer insights into this phenomenon.
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X, VATV v A A oM TIEHET 5 Asplande # FHBI & L CTHLY 1F, SiEELR EOMEM R 5 O
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PRl aFy 4 VADEEEE LTHRET 52 L Tho7zo BHEFEMICENMEDSTEHENTES T,
PORIER OB SR S 5 EH O HE 3213 IRl R B K # 4 B BT (Agéncia Nacional de
Vigilancia Sanitaria: Anvisa) DK IZH W55 b, FEH © R T 2 EBEHBEEZ LD/ T L
Voo Fy ity PEERL, BOMHBAEOLE AR L), HEERORM 2 H V7m0
W D72 Lz,
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