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Creating a Casebook and Teaching Case Method Classes:

Reflections on Teaching Journalism Ethics

Tetsuo Hatanaka

The purpose of this paper is to report on the author’s findings after conducting journalism
classes using the case method with a casebook that he issued. The case method is a teaching approach
that asks students to examine solutions to difficult problems through the study of specific cases. It is
often used in graduate schools of law and management. Believing that this teaching method may be
useful in journalism education and the training of journalism professionals, in 2016 the author began
preparing a casebook and studying the teaching method. The casebook contains 20 case studies of
moral dilemmas based on real occurrences in the field of news reporting. The casebook and teaching
method were applied in university classes, as well as in public lectures and training sessions for me-
dia professionals. The number of class participants ranged from around 10 to several hundreds in
large lecture halls. These experiences brought to light a number of issues, such as the need for further
planning for online class management and the need for more depth in descriptions of ethics theory in

casebooks.





