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Creating Social Studies Classes that Make Students Think
about the Value and Significance of History Leaning:

Through a Comparison of the Temple Towns of Imai and Tondabayashi

Noboru Nakatani

Social studies teachers have lacked the skill to offer students a clear answer to the question,
“Why is it necessary to study history?” By and large, they merely feed students with the knowledge
needed to pass exams and singlemindedly push them to memorize it. Out of alarm about this situ-
ation, the concept of “relevance” has drawn considerable interest in recent years in academic circles
related to social studies education, and social studies class practices based on the concept have been
reported. However, this research trend does not mean that it is a good idea to return to the early days
of social studies, which were derided as “roundabout empiricism” for their emphasis on the keenness
of children. Rather, the main focus is on getting students to think about the value and significance of
history learning with an emphasis on the process of inquiry based on research findings in social sci-
ences.

Therefore, drawing from the findings of historical geography research, this study looks at the
two temple towns (jinaimachi) of Imai in Nara and Tondabayashi in Osaka, to determine the differ-
ences between the two towns in terms of landscape, development process, relationships with Hongan-
ji distribution channels and Oda Nobunaga, and other factors. Through teaching materials about these
temple towns, the study also aims to connect the past and present, and to encourage students to think
about the value and significance of historical learning.

This paper also proposes a social studies class model that overcomes the limitations of social
studies classes based on the current official “Course of Study” guidelines (Social Studies) by attempt-
ing a lesson structure in which students are set a performance task in the fourth period of the social

studies class model and asked to make two value judgments.





