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Concern and Reaction to Muslim Graveyards in Japan:

From Reports in Major Newspapers

Ko Iwakura

As Japan’s Muslim population has become more established and older in recent years, the coun-
try has been compelled to address the question of Muslim death practices. This paper aims to shed
light on general concern and reaction to Muslim graveyards and funeral observances in Japan based
on articles in national newspapers. Specifically, it examines articles on Muslim graveyards and funeral
rites in Japan from national newspaper reports from the 19th century to 2024, revealing quantitative
and qualitative trends.

The results of the study revealed shifts through the years. A period of concern about the problem
of graveyards up to 1945 was followed by decades of indifference from 1946 to the 1980s. Then,
from the 1990s to the 2000s, there was a period of concern about the problem of emergency burial.
Since the 2000s, the problem of Muslim graveyards has become more prominent, but the focus of
concerns has shifted to the acceptance of multicultural coexistence. In the context of this issue, a wide
range of opinions are expressed, by experts, religious leaders, and Muslims pressing for multicultural
acceptance, by local residents who take exception for environmental reasons or fear of reputational
damage, by Japanese making nationalistic arguments, and people pointing out distortions in Japanese
society. At the same time, the question of Muslim funeral and burial practices is still considered to be

a problem limited to certain rural areas and foreign communities.
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