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ABSTRACT:

In this paper, the focus will be put on the lifestyle of the pious beliebers of the Jodo-shinshu
sect. They are lay people, not monks, and were called Myokonin, literally 'the blessed.
Interestingly, only the faithful believers of this sect have been distinguished as Myokonin,
never for those of the other sects. The Myokonins followed the Jodo-Shinshu doctrine
listening to the preachings, and some of them left enormous writings such as anthems,
poems, and tankas. Since the first biographies of them was compiled in the 1750s, studies of
Myokonin themselves have been established as one branch of the Buddhism.
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