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What was “Special Lending” in the Corona Disaster?:

Clues from Diet Deliberations and Reports

Koji Yamaguchi

Due to the spread of the novel coronavirus, in 2020, the number of people who were forced to
lose their jobs or close their businesses and were in need of livelihood increased rapidly due to gov-
ernment requests such as the cancellation of large-scale events and nationwide school closures.

At the request of the government, the National Council of Social Welfare (hereinafter referred to
as “Shakyo”) have decided to provide a special loan such as emergency small amount funds for living
welfare funds (hereinafter referred to as “special loan”) to people who are in need of living funds due
to a decrease in income caused by the Corona disaster, starting from March 25, 2020.

With regard to special loans, priority was given to remitting loans more quickly and quickly at
the request of the government, and loan applications increased sharply without being able to provide
careful consultation and assistance, resulting in an unprecedented scale of loans.

Based on this background, in this research note,

1. The establishment and characteristics of “special lending” will be discussed.
2. We will consider the impact of “special loans” on social cooperative workplaces and social coop-

eration staff.





