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A Case Study of the Transnational Community of Chinese IT Professionals:

Focusing on the Parents of Immigrant Workers Living in
Shibazono Danchi Housing Complex, Kawaguchi City, Saitama, Japan

Meifang Yan

Shibazono Danchi public housing complex in Kawaguchi City, Saitama, is known as an
immigrant-dense residential center, where a large part of its population consists of Chinese IT profes-
sionals. The preceding studies have presented two different opinions regarding community building
among these Chinese IT professionals in Shibazono Danchi. The first view is that they cannot build
their own ethnic community at this housing complex because of their highly mobile backgrounds. The
second is that the Chinese residents in Shibazono succeeded in forming a particular community of
their own. This study agrees with the latter opinion, focusing on the parents of these Chinese IT pro-
fessionals and introduce the findings: These Chinese IT professionals brought their parents from back
home to live with them during child rearing, to make maximum use of the points-based preferential
immigration treatment system of the Japanese government for highly-skilled foreign professionals.
The parents of the IT professional immigrants from China, who could not speak Japanese, came to
build their anonymous community by gathering at public spaces such as the parks and the other open
spaces in the Danchi site as their social nodes and by using social media like WeChat. This phenome-
non bolsters the formation of Chinese community among immigrant IT professionals in Shibazono
Danchi in spite of their high mobility.

Keywords: Transnational communities, Highly-skilled foreign professionals, Grandparenting





