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An Exhibition “Miike Coal Mine with a Focus on Memories Embraced
in Kansai, Commemorating the 20th Anniversary of Its Closure”
in the Historical Present:

From a Perspective Concerning Objects, Re-presentations, Exhibitions, and Minorities

Eriko Aoki

Located across Omuta City, Fukuoka and Arao City, Kumamoto, the Miike Coal Mine was a
centre of socio-political movements around 1960, but it eventually closed in 1997. Today, its repre-
sentation as a part of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites, registered in 2015 as Japan's Meiji Indus-
trial Revolution, gives a totally different image to the mine from the one around 1960. In 2017, an
exhibition entitled “Tanko no Kioku to Kansai: Miike Tanko Heizan 20-nen Ten” [Miike Coal Mine
with a focus on memories embraced in Kansai, commemorating the 20th anniversary of its closure]
was held at the Osaka Prefectural Labor Center. The author acted as a member of its executive com-
mittee, Kansai, Tanko to Kioku no Kai [the Kansai group for the coal mine and its memories], from
2013 to 2017. This article clarifies how the exhibition could be placed in the context of historical pre-
sent, from a perspective concerning objects, re-presentations, exhibitions, and minorities, reflecting on

the author’s experiences.





