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Constant and Variable Recovery Planning
A Case Study of Recovery Planning for the Canterbury,
Earthquake, New Zealand
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Abstract

This paper summarizes the characteristics of the Christchurch Central Recovery Plan for the
Canterbury Earthquake, New Zealand.

Also, this paper discusses the implications for lessons to be learned from the Canterbury earthquake
recovery, comparing the conception of the recovery plan with the current state of progress.

As a result, the vision of a “Low-Rise City” shared in the recovery plan might be overturned by
housing shortage. Therefore, the vision stipulated in the recovery plan could change depending on social
conditions. On the other hand, although the reconstruction plan stipulated the construction of the
stadium, the construction of the stadium went ahead as originally planned, even while considering the

soaring cost of building materials, a social condition that was not initially anticipated.
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