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Sorting Out and Considering the Situations of Temporary Disaster
Broadcasting Stations in response to the Niigataken Chuetsu
and Chuetsu-oki Earthquakes

Tetsuo Matsuura

This paper focuses on the three temporary disaster broadcasting stations set up in response to the
Niigataken Chuetsu Earthquake in 2004 and the Niigataken Chuetsu-oki Earthquake in 2007. More
than a few documents record the situations of those stations, but there are some discrepancies in their
content. Therefore, | decided to interview Yusuke Wakiya of FM Nagaoka Broadcasting, who is said
to have played an important role in establishing and operating the stations. The interview has pro-
vided some confirmations and evidences to help resolve the discrepancies. The system of temporary
disaster broadcasting is designed rather flexibly so that it can respond to disasters which are essen-
tially unpredictable. Thus precedent practices have an impact on subsequent interpretations of the sys-
tem and practices. In that sense, accurate records about these three stations, which were established
not long after the temporary disaster broadcasting was systematized, and appropriate consideration
based on those records, are still important. | have conducted that | would continue to collect docu-
ments and interview the people involved in order to record and consider the situations at that time
with more accuracy and in greater detail.



