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[Statement on the Death Penalty and Retrial in Japan]

We have confirmed that the current situation of the death penalty and
retrial in Japan is highly and seriously problematic from the perspective
of the Constitution of Japan and the International human rights, and that
it constitutes a serious violation of human rights in the criminal justice
system.

We call on the State of Japan to promptly improve the following five

points:

1. In the retrial of the HAKAMADA-case, prosecutors must recognize
their mistakes and stop fighting the retrial. This will release Mr. Iwao
Hakamada from his legal status as a prisoner on death row as soon as
possible.

2. In the trial for retrial of the Osaki-case, the Supreme Court shall rec-
ognize its own error and commence the retrial. This will release Ms.
Ayako Haraguchi from her legal status as a convicted person as soon as
possible.

3. The Government of Japan shall not order any executions during pend-
ing retrial; shall give advance notice of the execution date and shall stop
the execution by hanging, a method of execution that is contrary to hu-
manity. In addition, the Government shall open all information on the
death penalty available to the parties and the public.

4 The Government shall enact the special law on retrial in order to clari-
fy the due procedure for retrial as soon as possible.

5. The Government shall enact the special law on the execution and pro-

cess of the death penalty in order to clarify the due procedures for exe-
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cutions as soon as possible.

We hereby declare the above.

4 September 2023, in Berlin.

All participants
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