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[ agree with Perry Schmidt-Leukel- s defense of them in the book 7he Myth of Religious Superiority. g
Following Schmidt-Leukel, then, I stipulate the following definitions: stances toward religious others
may be labeled exclusivist if it is judged that * (s)alvific knowledge of a transcendent reality is mediated
by only one religion.= The term inclusivism, in contrast, apply when it is though that * (s)alvific
knowledge of a transcendent reality is mediated by more than one religion---but only one of these
mediates it in a uniquely superior way---= Lastly, pluralism is defined here as the view that (s)alvific
knowledge of a transcendent reality is mediated by more than one religion (not necessarily by all of
them), and there is not among them whose meditation of that knowledge is superior to all the rest.
(Schmidt-Leukel, Perry [BUDDHIST ATTITUDES TO OTHER RELIGIONS ] (EOS” 1 1 OO< &)
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 HRE(WW 3" [Religion which is the attempt by man to justify or redeem himself apart from revelation is

therefore an activity of unbelief| (Alan Race [Christians and religious pluralism : patterns in the
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Christian theology of religions] (SCM Press” | R<ZINE) 11 THKEKNEE) ~04850° <
EEEH MERJRHEVRESR - EREE ( O] (BREMIKR" 1100 | &) 111TImKEES
IE(\ 3 [This is the first of the Christian attitudes toward other faiths that we will be reviewing
and assessing. It's also the dominant attitude, the one that generally has held sway throughout
most of Christian history. Although views differed about the way this replacement was to be
carried out and why it was necessary, Christian missionaries throughout the centuries have cast
forth into the world with the conviction that it is God's will to make all peoples Christians. In the
end- or, as soon as possible - God wants there to be only one religion, God's religion: Christianity.
If the other religions have any value at all, it is only a provisional value. Ultimately, Christianity is
to take over. So for this Replacement Model, the balance between the universality and particularity
of God's relationship with humanity clearly comes down more heavily on the side of particularity.
God's love is universal, extending to all; but that love is realized through the particular and singular
community of Jesus Christ.| (Paul F. Knitter [Introducing theologies of religions] (ORBIS
BOOKS” 110 | Ri#) | RIKNE) ~s8se”

Schmidt-Leukel, Perry [BUDDHIST ATTITUDES TO OTHER RELIGIONS] (EOS” 1100<
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(%W 2¥ [Inclusivism in the Christian theology of religion is both an acceptance and a rejection of the
other faiths, a dialectical - yes~ and no’. On the one hand, it accept the spiritual power and depth
manifest in them, so that they can properly be called a locus of divine presence. On the other hand, it
rejects them as not being sufficient for salvation apart from Christ, for Christ alone is saviours | (Alan
Race [Christians and religious pluralism : patterns in the Christian theology of religions] (SCM
Press” | RZITE) HTIEREE) 040 80°

EREIR MERQRHEN ISR <ON QY] (BEEBEELE 11O0LE) 1HIm-1 DI §NEE

BASKUH0E O QEEBRE Y BKQ 0 LR 08 50

(@ = ---Christianity understands itself as the absolute religion, intended for all men, which cannot
recognize any religion beside itself as of equal right»

@) = Until the moment when the gospel really enters into the historical situation of an individual, a non
Christian religion---does not merely contain elements of a natural knowledge of God, elements

moreover, mixed up with human depravity---It contains also supernatural elements arising out of

N
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the grace which is given---on account of Christ. For this reason, a non Christian religion can be
recognized as a lawful religion---»

@) + ---Christianity does not simply confront the members of an extra-Christian religion as a mere
non-Christian but as someone who can an must already be regarded in this or that respect as an
anonymous Christian=

(& + historically tangible vanguard and the historically and socially constituted explicit expression of
what the Christian hopes is present as a hidden reality even outside the visible Church. (Alan
Race [Christians and religious pluralism : patterns in the Christian theology of religions] (SCM
Press” | R<IE) BRI - BI<HENEE)
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Schmidt-Leukel, Perry [BUDDHIST ATTITUDES TO OTHER RELIGIONS] (EOS” 1100O<4)
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Schmidt-Leukel, Perry [BUDDHIST ATTITUDES TO OTHER RELIGIONS] (EOS” 110O0O<4)

N1 HENEEE° 1) © Thich Nhat Hanh @ HEE T | RQRE NV EIQ S0 R” & 2Es What is important is that
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there is another dimension thatshould be touched: VR Y VR =" FERRLH E ¢ dimension &3
BHEURS” VaRIRKORKN R0 UHE WY 250° i) RO QI /& FINEHHK 49 v0 ~ BHRE U 5
0°

HEHRE [REBREBE VRN REVERY - ERJUVRHEVIERESEE - EEEI vy X~ -
FHVECH EREMRE ! & HR VA AKX EARWANENDT - D=2 AT AN]  (EBEKPIFKHI
ERE | RRPE) 1 IR

HEHRE [RERBE VRN REVERY - ERJUVRHBEVIERESEIE - EEEJvsya X~ -
FHVECH RFREME : #HRVHF AKX LRKAINENDT - D=2 AT AN]  (EEKPIRXI
ERE | RRPE) +1 IR

HEHRE [REREBE VRN IEWERY - ERUVRHBEVIERESIE - EEEJvsra X~ -
FHVECH FREMRE ' & HE VA AKX ERAINENDG - D=2 AT AN]  (BEKFIKNI
ERE | RRPE) +NImKEE

Hick, John (FEEFIRRE) MMERJRHE: EREEC TN Y NKE] HERE (UEE "~ 1100
L) KRN

SERIRE [{ERQVRHBEWIN R LR 0BT EN-- [ 2K ~ DA SEN] (MHiEns
BR] HLKROe ()" 11OODE) 11 - Bl B §EE° |
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IE(WW 2 [ Acceptance Model: we are all inclusivists. No matter how much we may try to act differently,
we are always - incorrigibly and incurably going to view, hear, and understand the other religious
person from our own religious perspective. That's simply how things work in the way humans go about
the process of knowing. We're always standing somewhere when we meet someone. We're always
starting at one location when we try to move to another. St. Thomas Aquinas said it neatly and
powerfully centuries ago: "Things known are in the knower according to the mode of the knower." As
we've heard often enough in these pages, it's simply impossible to step out of what Aquinas calls = the
and, as it were, take on the skin of someone else.] (Paul F. Knitter [Introducing theologies of
religions] (ORBIS BOOKS” 11O | R#) 1] [ DIIENEE) ~s80°
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B0 L HE QIR RIR 5 3240 o0 KRB 187 [HH] Y OB R QEH M oMM eKE ( Q=
Hapras” dx+ERHKCORE (kKLE) (Digdeeper S kKER) 90 & (7 P RLv
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o4 HRE(WW I3 [The real challenge before us is how to move beyond exceptionalism, particularly in light of

the rapidly changing religious landscape of our contemporary world where communities are marked by

growing religious diversity.

This change is aptly described in the metaphor of the "Valleys and the religious traditions has been like

a company of people marching down Alluvial Plain" described by John Hick. According to the

metaphor, each of a long valley, singing their own songs and telling their stories for centuries. However,
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they have been unaware that over the hill there is another valley filled with a great company of people
marching in the same direction with their own language, songs, stories and ideas. And over yet another
hill, an- other group is marching. They are all unaware of each other. But then one day, they all come

out onto the same alluvial plain, and see each other and wonder what to make of one another.] ~J
5¢° (Schmidt-Leukel, Perry.) [BUDDHIST ATTITUDES TO OTHER RELIGIONS] (EOS” 110
OZ#) 1"
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A& —2" [Our religious self, like our cultural or social self, is at its core and in its conduct a Aybrid.
That means that our religious identity is not purebred, it~ s hybrid. It~ s not singular, it~ s plural. It
takes shape through an ongoing process of standing in one place and stepping into other places, of
forming a sense of self and then expanding or correcting that sense as we meet other selves. There is no
such thing as a neatly defined, once permanent self. We- re constantly changing and we- re changing
through the hybridizing process of interacting with others who often are very different from us. (&
¥)But being religious hybrids doesn- t mean that we don~ t have an identity. It doesn~ t exclude that

some relationships that form our identity have a primacy or greater influence on us over others | ~J&
¢ " (Paul F. Knitter [Without Buddha I could not be a Christian] (One World Academic” 11OO
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Toward a Contemporary Shin Buddhist Understanding of Other
Religious Traditions:
Applying Shinran’s Doctrinal Classification of “True, Temporal, and

False” as a Bridge in a Religiously Plural World

Introduction

In the Shin Buddhist doctrinal field, there have been many discussions
regarding the question “What is Shinjin?” because Shinjin is regarded as an
essential religious act in Shin Buddhism. There might be variety of answers,
but one of them could be discovering others in that Shinjin teaches us that
the self is constructed as a relational matrix where all beings are connected
to one another.

Based on the Buddhist concept of interdependency, perspectives toward
others is vital for Nembutsu followers. In olden times, “others” were defined
as those people living within the same community. However, in this
globalized modern world in which physical boundaries are transcended, the
definition of “others” has been expanded to include people of diverse
religious traditions. To deal with this question, Shin Buddhist scholar Ryusei

Takeda has argued to change the concept of false in the doctrinal

classification of true, temporal, and false EARA B (shinkegi han), to

emphasize that the inter-religious dialogue itself is religious truth. !t

Certainly, it can be overly dogmatic when there is a strict interpretation of
Shinran’s thought. However, there are concerns as to whether Shin Buddhists
today can change the orthodox interpretation of Shinran’s teaching or not. If
it is possible for Shin Buddhists to reinterpret his teaching, then Shin
Buddhism could lose its identity. Therefore, Shin Buddhists are faced with a

1" VAN



difficult choice between two realities: One is the importance of cooperating
with other religious traditions and their believers. The other is the importance
of keeping traditional doctrinal teachings.

Considering this issue, Shin Buddhist followers must develop a new
perspective toward other religious traditions while balancing the need to
preserve traditional teachings. Over the past century, Shin Buddhism has
spread around the world to such places as the United States, Canada, Brazil,
and Europe, and has become a worldwide religion. In order for Shin
Buddhism to continue to prosper around the world, it is essential to make the
Shin Buddhist standpoint clear to other religious traditions.

It is my hope that this research will be helpful to Shin Buddhist followers
who live in this globalized world to develop ways of understanding and

communicating with followers of other religious traditions.

1-1. Models of Perspectives on Other Religious Traditions

As mentioned before, Shin Buddhists need to find a new model for
understanding other religious traditions. In this regard, we will consider
which types of models are possible for contemporary Shin Buddhist as a
methodology. Fortunately, such models have been thoroughly researched by
several Christian theologians. Alan Race, who is a Christian pluralist, has
heavily contributed to this research. His model is in conjunction with the
discussion of John Hick’s religious pluralism and has been regarded as the
premise for discussing not only religious pluralism, but also non-religious
pluralism.

Despite the fact that Alan Race’s model is useful, it shouldn’t
automatically be utilized by Shin Buddhists because of its grounding in

Christian theology. It is necessary for Shin Buddhists to analyze his model
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in order to find an appropriate application. Taking these issues into account,

I will now discuss the content of his model and its problem.

1-2. Exclusivism

Exclusivism is the perspective that only Christianity is the absolute
religion and does not accept the meaning and significance of other religious
traditions.}’> Furthermore, this classification has been used in other religious
study fields by changing the definitions. In other words, exclusivism is
regarded as the perspective that thinks of its own religious tradition and its
principle as absolute and rejects acceptance or understanding of other
religious traditions.!”

For example, Christianity has a tradition of exclusivism, that is illustrated
by Catholic dogma (Axiom of the Catholic Church), “Extra Ecclesiam nulla
salus (Outside the Church no salvation)”. Alan Race uses this definition as
the first example.'® He also quotes the following statement by Pope
Boniface VIII, “We are required by faith to believe and hold that there is one
holy, catholic and apostolic Church; we firmly believe it and unreservedly
profess it; outside of it, there is neither salvation nor remission of sins...”1"™

As stated previously, Christianity is not the only religion that is guilty of
exclusivism. Buddhism also has a history of exclusive ideology. For example,
Ryusei Takeda introduces the example of exclusivism from a Pure Land

Buddhist point of view. He mentions that it is possible to regard Pure Land
Buddhism as exclusivism, due to the teaching of hairyii BE37. which is the
way of revealing Buddhist truth by denying other Buddhist teachings.
According to Ryusei Takeda, this teaching hairyii can be seen in some sutras

such as The Larger Sutra, and based on this teaching, the structure of

salvation is built on the logic of Name of Buddha and Tathagata, which is
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superior to any other teachings. Therefore, lots of expressions that seem to

be exclusive at first glance can be found in Shinran’s writing.1"®

Solely those who say the Name all attain birth.

Solely those who means that only those who say the Name single-
heartedly attain birth in the Pure Land of bliss; this is the meaning
of “Those who say the Name all attain birth.”1"’

I know nothing at all of good or evil. For if I could know
thoroughly, as Amida Tathagata knows, that an act was good then
I would know good. If I could know thoroughly, as the Tathagata
knows, that an act was evil, then I would know evil. But with a
foolish being full of blind passion, in this fleeting world-this
burning house-all matters without exception are empty and false,
totally without truth and sincerity. The nembutsu alone is true and
real.!’® (Underline by the author)

Since this perspective of exclusivism thinks of its own religion as absolute,
it has been often criticized by other theologians, especially religious
pluralists. However, according to Toshiyuki Kishine, it is questionable if we
can criticize various exclusivist ideologies, i.e. Christianity was the absolute
and universal principle, but it was not the result of comparison of doctrine
with other religious traditions. Moreover, he points out that every religious
tradition will ultimately think of its own ideology as absolute and exclusive.
Certainly, it is true that all or almost all religions have the aspect of the notion
that their own religious teachings are absolute for their believers, and if not,
then there is no belief. Based on this, it might be inevitable to deny other
religious traditions that contradict his or her religious truth. In fact, Paul F.
Knitter describes positive aspect of exclusivism as following (Note that
replacement model in this following passage, which is one of his own

categories, is same as exclusivism)



What this Replacement Model is calling for, really, is a kind of
“holy competition” between the many religions and their
individual claims to have the one-and-only, or the final, truth. Such
competition is as natural, necessary, and helpful as it is in the
business world. You’re not going to sell your product effectively if
you present it as “Just as good” as the next guy’s. You’ve got to
believe, and say why, you think yours is the best. So, let the
religions compete! In such an open, honest, nonviolent
competition, Evangelicals are sure that Jesus will come out on
top. 17

As the conclusion of this section, it should be noted that the definition of
exclusivism should be an aspect of belief and faith, and believing in one
religion as “a prior” does not directly mean the negation of other religions,

but negating it as individually, or possibility of one’s own salvation.

1-3. Inclusivism

Next, inclusivism is the perspective that while keeps the Christian
absoluteness, trying to accept the meaning and significance of other religious
traditions.'® This perspective was proposed by Karl Rahner, who is well
known as a Christian researcher, and is often associated with a term known
as, call “Anonymous Christian”. According to Race, even if non-Christian
people do not believe in the God, they are going to be saved by the God, for
God alone is saviour, and therefore he calls them “Anonymous Christian”.
In other words, the juridical transaction of Christ’s atonement covered all
human sin, so that all human beings are now open to God’s mercy, even
though they may never have heard of Jesus Christ and why he died on the
cross of Calvary.'® Same as exclusivism, this perspective is also regarded
in a different way, as the perspective that while thinking of one’s own

religion as absolute, it tries to understand and accept the meaning and
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significance of other religious traditions (usually they are understood as
imitation).!82

Buddhism has also at times put forth ideas that closely relate or even
match the ideology of inclusivism. Kiblinger gives three profound examples
of Buddhist inclusivism. ¥ These examples try to see other religious
teachings as skillful means, enjoyment body (or transformation body) and

conventional. In addition, all these examples have the same aim that is to

become enlightened or to become a Buddha as the goal of the Buddhist path.

First, the concept of skillful means 778 (hoben) is a way to bring people

a step closer to the Buddhist truth by teaching skillful instructions depending
on how much they understand. In the case of Shin Buddhism, the concept of

skillful means has been divided into two parts: one is accommodated and

provisional teaching HE{R /7 {# (gonkehoben) and the other is skillful
expedients #1777 (zengyohoben) . In the case of Shin Buddhism, Amida

Buddha corresponds to the dharma body as compassionate mean 7715 H

(hoben hosshin), and this development of dharma itself is skillful expedients.
Taking these matters into accounts, the discussion now turns to which type
of skillful means Kiblinger is talking about. Since he does not explain in
detail, it is difficult to determine. However, it should be noted that using
skillful means must always have the purpose to bring people into the realm
of truth or becoming the Buddha. In this sense, other teachings such as
Christianity cannot be skillful means.

Second, seeing other religious teachings as enjoyment body (or
transformation body) could be the possible way to understand other religious

teachings inclusively. Enjoyment body and transformation body are part of
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the three-body doctrine. As mentioned before, dharma body needed to
change itself to cultivate people as enlightenment activities, and it has a
variety form of bodies as Shinran says “Uncreated dharma-body is true
reality. True realty is dharma-body. Dharma-nature is suchness. Suchness is
oneness. Amida Tathagata comes forth from suchness and manifests various
bodies-fulfilled, accommodated, and transformed”*®* (Note that the word of
accommodated refers to enjoyment).

Kiblinger also introduces another good example and says “the Tendai and
Shingon schools responded inclusivistically toward Shinfo by teaching that
kami (Shinto deities) are manifestations of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas who
are their true natures (hon-ji-suijaku)”*®. Yet, this hypothesis is just simply
“hypothesis”, and it is impossible to identify other religious deities as
enjoyment body (or transformation body). Thus, it might be possible for
Buddhist to regard other religious deities as enjoyment body or
transformation body, but there is no foundation.

Third, the seeing other religious teachings as conventional based on the
theory of two fruths can also become another way to understand other
religious traditions. The theory of two truths is the doctrine that there two
kinds of truths: ultimate truth and conventional truth. It goes without saying
that wultimate truth in Buddhism is emptiness just as dharma body as
suchness; no color and no words. On the other hand, there 1s conventional
truth, which can be described by language or something else. Therefore,
Kiblinger mentions that differences among religions only exist in the
conventional realm, and in the ultimate realm, different teaching can become
one.'® Yet, as mentioned before in the discussion of three-body, this way of
understanding might be possible to regard other religious traditions, however

it 1s an idea that hasn’t been fully explored yet. In addition, even if all
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religious teachings are same in the ultimate realm, there are still explicit
differences at least in the conventional realm. Furthermore, this way of
understanding has the possibility to weaken the raison d'étre of each religious
teaching. In other words, Buddhist does not have to be Buddhist. For this
reason, this understanding cannot become a possible perspective.

Considering these issues, Rahner’s new proposal looks at first glance,
advanced perspective, but as these examples indicate, inclusivism still has
an aspect of exclusivism, because it still insists the absoluteness of its own
religion. Therefore, when we focus on the doctrinal aspect of inclusivism, it
1s still exclusivism in a sense that one’s own religion is the only way of
salvation because of the reason that inclusivism just accepts the raison d'étre
of other religious traditions as the imitation of one’s own religion. In other
words, the feature of inclusivism lies in the change of the object of focus
from doctrinal aspect to the aspect of salvation.

Therefore, it is difficult to explicitly differentiate between exclusivism and
inclusivism, and this point has been the object of criticism by pluralists. At
a same time, this fact indicate the limitation that understanding other
religious teaching is possible only by each own religious framework.¥” On
the other hand, it might be possible to determine that only in the field of
Buddhism, the idea of skillful means as inclusivism is possible perspective
from Shin Buddhist stand point of view since other school of Buddhism also

has a goal of enlightenment.

1-4. Pluralism
Pluralism is the perspective that denies the superiority of Christianity over
other religious traditions, and accepts the raison d'étre of other religious

traditions fairly.*®® Same as exclusivism and inclusivism, there are several
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kinds of Christian pluralism, but the pluralism proposed by John Hick who
IS the first proposer of this perspective is the most famous. To sum up, Hick’s
understanding is that different religious traditions have different teaching
because of language, history, and tradition. In other words, those religious
traditions are expressed differently, but they all share the ultimate reality
called “the one” based on the following three points.'® First, he refers to a
historical point of view that religions have developed inter-dependently.

Race mentions this points, and says;

Historically the religions have grown from the axial period of
religious experience (Hick cites this phrase from Karl Jaspers The
Origin and Goal of History, Routledge and Kegan Paul, Londin
1953) which occurred from about 800 to 200 BC, in geographical
isolation from one another. Given those historical facts it was not
possible for there to be one revelation to the world, which could
be received in one theological form.%

Second, he quotes the idea of “seeing as” which is proposed by

Wittgenstein. John Hick mentions this point as following;

My suggestion, then, is that Wittgenstein’s concept of seeing-as,
enlarged into the concept of experiencing-as, applies to all our
conscious experience of our environment, including the religious
ways of experiencing it. Such a view does justice to the
systematically ambiguous character of the world, capable as it is
of being experienced both religiously and naturalistically. These
are radically different forms of experiencing —as. Such a view
also does justice to the fact that the religious experienced as God’s
handiwork, or as the battlefield of good and evil, or as the cosmic
dance of Shiva, or as the beginningless and endless interdependent
process of pratitya samutpada within which we may experience
nirvana; and so on. These are different forms of religious
experiences-as.!



Third, he points out the religious phenomenon called “the transition from

self-centeredness to Reality-centeredness” as following.

These many different perceptions of the Real, both theistic and
non-theistic, can only establish themselves as authentic by their
soteriological efficacy. The great world traditions have in fact all
proved to be realms within which or routes along which people are
enabled to advance in the transition from self-centeredness to
Reality-centeredness. And, in since they reveal the Real in such
different lights, we must conclude that they are independently
valid. Accordingly, by attending to other traditions than one’s own
one may become aware of other aspects or dimensions if the Real,
and of other-possibilities of response to the Real, which had not

been made effectively available by one’s own tradition. %
Concerning this perspective, many points of criticisms have arisen since
he proposed his thesis. Toshiyuki Kishine raises some issues by listing three
points. First, Hick’s thesis is impossible to be proven as truth, and therefore,
it is only possible as eschatology.!® Second, compared to the word of
pluralism, his idea is like monism, for he thinks that different religions share
the same reality.’®* Furthermore, pluralism accepts other religious teachings
as a different expression of the reality, but on the other hand, it refuses to
accept the perspective of exclusivism and inclusivism. This is the reason why
pluralism is called imperialism. Katsuhiro Kohara also points out this issue.
He mentions that there is the issue called “supersessionism”.
Supersessionism is the idea that new idea conqguers the old one, and the old
one loses its significance. For example, once Copernicus advocated the
heliocentric theory, then the Geocentric theory is regarded as superstition.%
The idea of supersessionism does work in the field of science, but in the case
of religion, it should not be applied. If the pluralism is a plural idea as its

name, it should not criticize other perspectivess such as exclusivism and
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inclusivism. Thus, Hick’s idea is essentially not plural, but monistic
perspective. Third, he does not mention that all religions share the same
reality, but only certain religions, which he calls “the great world
traditions”**® do, so he does not cover all religions. Moreover, what he calls
“the great world traditions”®” is the religions of the axial period which
occurred from about 800 to 200 BC, but lots of other religions or teachings
had been occurred during that one thousand years. Therefore, his arbitrary
interpretation can be found from these facts.

Buddhism also has an example of pluralism. For example, Ryusei
Takeda’s understanding of religious pluralism can be classified as Buddhist

pluralism. In his paper, he reveals his notion of religious truth by stating:

In the model of organic and correlative truth, religious truth is now
not prescribed by ability to exclude others or integrate the all.
(Omission) Religious truth is not the thing that exists
independently, and does not change. Religious truth needs other
religious truths from its true nature. The religious truth that does

not have organic and correlation, itself needs to be doubted.%
Based on this perspective, he denies exclusivism and inclusivism by
saying, “Exclusivism and inclusivism have strong tendencies to evaluate
other religious truth from the religious truth that each particular tradition is
arguing”!® As the above quote indicates, his religious pluralism is quite
different from John Hick’s religious pluralism. As we have seen, John Hick
asserts that all religious traditions share the same truth, but on the other hand,
Ryusei Takeda argues that interfaith dialogue itself is the religious truth that
requests all religious traditions to change mutually. His idea is based on the
concept of process theology proposed by Alfred North Whitehead, and he

cites this theory to support his notion of religious pluralism. However, it

would be inaccurate to conclude that religious interfaith dialogue is itself
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religious truth. Moreover, as we have seen, there is the problem of
supersessionism in his theory because he criticizes exclusivism and
inclusivism for their inconvenience when he engages in interfaith dialogue.

According to his paper, he argues that it is time for interfaith dialogue to
shift its aim from the confession of faith to questing religious truth (i.e. he
thinks that exclusivism and inclusivism are outdated views). Yet, as
mentioned before, it is not always necessary to change from exclusivism and
inclusivism to pluralism. Furthermore, the idea that criticizes exclusivism
and inclusivism itself is the problem. When believing in one religious
tradition, it is kind of impossible to acknowledge other religious traditions
that contradict one’s own religious thought. In this respect, mutual change
through interfaith dialogue seems to be difficult, and if Ryusei Takeda thinks
that it is possible to know other religious traditions through interfaith
dialogue, religion for him is simply a cultural phenomenon that does not
require Shinjin or religious faith.

Therefore, it is questionable to cooperate with other religious traditions in
the quest for religious truth. In addition, the idea that interfaith dialogue
needs to shift its aim from the confession of faith to questing religious truth
IS open to criticism by exclusivist and inclusivist. For these reasons, the
religious pluralism proposed by Ryusei Takeda needs to be critically

reviewed.

2-1. Shinran’s perspective toward other religious traditions

In the preceding chapter, we have seen the necessity for reconsidering
pluralism, and for reevaluating exclusivism and inclusivism as outdated
views. Based on this understanding, this chapter will explore Shinran’s

perspective toward other religious traditions. In regards to Shinran’s thought,
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I will focus on the meaning of false which is the part of the classification of
true, temporal, and false to understand the passage of false since this passage
has been thought to discuss other religious traditions.

This classification is the generic term for the concepts found in the
following passages in the chapter on Shinjin, which is the part of the True
Teaching, Practice and Realization of the Pure Land Way.

In the term true disciple of Buddha, true contrasts with false and
provisional. Disciple indicates a disciple of Sakyamuni and the
other Buddhas. This expression refers to the practicer who has
realized the diamondlike heart and mind. Through this shinjin and
practice, one will without fail transcend and realize great nirvana;
hence, one is called true disciple of Buddha.*®

(Quotations of sutras and commentaries)

The term provisional refers to those of the Path of Sages and those
of the meditative and nonmeditative practices within the Pure Land
path.?0

(Quotations of sutras and commentaries)

The term false refers to the sixty-two views and the ninety-five
wrong paths.?%?

(Quotations of sutras and commentaries)

These passages have been combined into one doctrinal classification
system in modern times, and it has been thought that the classification of true,
temporal, and false is the foundation of the True Teaching, Practice and
Realization of the Pure Land Way. Therefore, true refers to the first five
chapters, provisional refers to the first half of the chapter on Transformed
Buddha-Bodies and Lands, and false refers to the former half of the chapter
on Transformed Buddha-Bodies and Lands. Therefore, the meaning of false
is the vital for knowing Shinran’s perspective toward other religious

traditions.
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2-2. The Meaning of False in the Doctrinal classification of “True,
Temporal and False”

In this section, I will be discussing two famous commentaries written by
Shin Buddhist scholars. One is called Kyoshinki, and the other is Zuimonki.

In Kyashinki, the meaning of false 1s understood as fake. According to Zenjo,

the Kanji character of 145 (gi) is often used with the character of A (ja)
as one word of A% (jagi) and Y is the part of AHH (jakyoku) which

mean not the middle of a road. Therefore, the word of {4 means swerving
off the road of Buddhism. Furthermore, the word of % is often used with

the character of /& (gan) as one word of /&% (gangi) which means fake.

To put it another way, several kinds of unorthodox people make their own
views imitating Buddhism, but the content is not real Buddhism for they are
far removed from the right Buddhist idea of interdependency.?®® Soei also

shows almost the same understanding in Zuimonki.?®* From these two

commentaries, it is found that the Kanji character of % means fake. Fake

means imitating something although its heart is false. Therefore, in the
passage of false, sixty-two views and the ninety-five wrong paths are regarded
as false not simply because they are not Buddhist paths, but rather because
they imitate Buddhism while having a false heart. Regarding this point,
Jitsuen Kakehashi references this matter by saying, “the false disciples of
Buddha means people who pretend to be a Buddhist, but real intention is
different, and believe in other religious thoughts”?® This fact can be found

in Shinran’s writing called Hitanjukkaisan which is the part of the writing



called Shozomatsuwasan. In its writing, Shinran states as following;

As a mark of increase in the five defilements,

All monks and laypeople of this age

Behave outwardly like followers of the Buddhist teaching,
But in their inner thoughts, believe in nonbuddhist paths.?%

From the points listed above, we can determine that the passage of false is
describing not just all teachings or religions other than Buddhism, but it is
describing false Buddhist teachings as well. Thus, when applying this to
other religious traditions such as Christianity, Islam, and Judaism, we cannot
conclude that they are false simply because they are not Buddhism. In other
words, Shinran did not raise the issue about other religious traditions, but he
tried to call into question the engagement and propagation of false Buddhist
ideas.

Concerning the passage of sixty-two views and ninety-five, the particular
reason why Shinran decided those as being false cannot be found. However,
it might be reasonable to assume that sixty-two views and ninety-five had
been used as a way to describe unorthodox ideas or non-Buddhist thought.
Yet, Shinran, in fact, did not always use the word of sixty-two views and
ninety-five for non-Buddhist teachings. The following hymn is a good

example.

Monks are no different, in their hearts, from nonbuddhists
Brahmans, or followers of Nigrantha;

Always wearing the dharma-robes of the Tathagata,

They pay homage to all gods and spirits.?%’

There is also another example seen in the following:

The ninety-five nonbuddhist teachings defile the world;



The Buddha’s path alone is pure.

Only by going forth and reaching enlightenment can we benefit
others.

In this burning house; this is the natural working of the Vow.?%

These hymns are clear examples that Shinran did not always use the phrase
sixty-two views and ninety-five to describe non-Buddhist thoughts, but he
sometimes criticized the inconsistency between the outer, which is
Buddhism, and the inner, which worships some gods such as Brahmans and
Nigrantha. Moreover, in the second hymn, Shinran added notes to the term
of ninety-five, and says “you should know that there are a wide variety of
non-Buddhist thoughts, and also you should know that there are other non-
Buddhist thoughts called “sixty-two views”.?® From this annotation, it is
likely that Shinran might have criticized a particular fact of the inconsistency
of monks in Shinran’s time. However, the question remains whether monks
in Shinran’s time worshiped non-Buddhist deities such as Brahmans and
Nigrantha. If Shinran had criticized this, then the speculation that sixty-two
views and the ninety-five had been used as the descriptor of unorthodox ideas
or non-Buddhist thought. Since there is no additional clue to answer this
question, Shinran’s understanding of sixty-two views and ninety-five wrong
paths is still unclear.

As a conclusion of this chapter, it should be noted again that Shinran did
not call into question the non-Buddhist thoughts themselves, but he tried to
make clear what true Buddhism is and what a true disciple of Buddha is
supposed to be. As the title of his writing the True Teaching, Practice and
Realization of the Pure Land Way is indicating, he wanted to demonstrate
that Shin Buddhism itself is the true Buddhist way to go to the Pure Land
and that a follower of Shin Buddhism is the true disciple of Buddha. For this
purpose, he needed to show the false Buddhism and disciple of Buddha.
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Considering Race’s classification, it can be said that Shinran’s teaching is
exclusivism in a sense that only Shin Buddhism is the way to go to the Pure
Land, and on the other hand, it is also possible to determine that his thought
1s inclusivism in a sense that other schools of Buddhism are skillful means
which bring people a step closer to the Buddhist truth. For this reason,

Shinran’s teaching has both aspects of exclusivism and inclusivism.

3-1. Contemporary Shin Buddhist perspective toward other religious
traditions

In the preceding chapter, we came to the conclusion that Shinran’s
teaching can be categorized as exclusivism when focusing on doctrinal
aspect, but as an alternate view point, it also can be categorized as
inclusivism when focusing on other schools of Buddhism in that they all have
same goal that is becoming Buddha and enlightenment. This theory is based
on the result of chapter one, which indicates that exclusivism and inclusivism

can exist at a same time.

3-2. Ryusei Takeda’s thesis

The discussion now turns to which type of perspectives Shin Buddhist can
adopt toward other religious traditions, i.e. outside of Buddhism. In terms of
this issue, Ryusei Takeda has argued to change the false of the doctrinal

classification of True, Temporal, and False, to have pluralism as following.

I would like to pay attention to these two points. First, the path of
Sage was prescribed as temporal % (ke). Second, all religions

and thoughts except Buddhism were judged as false A% « 5%

(jagi - ishii). Actually, in these points Shinran’s Pure Land thought
are doctrinal causes that prevent positive correspondence of world
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interfaith dialogue and religious pluralism. However, this issue is
not the task that Shinran was imposed. If Shinran appeared in this
world, he would change his writing by his own hands, especially

Section of Other Religious thoughts VB (gekyoshaku) in the

chapter on Transformed Buddha-Bodies and Lands. (Omission)
Regarding the fact that all religions and thoughts except Buddhism
were judged as false, several religions and thoughts that Shinran
had regarded as false were only sixty-two views and the ninety-five
wrong paths. In contemporary world, we know more thoughts and
religions. (Omission) However, it goes without saying that objects
that were excluded because of false are only thoughts that were
known as non-Buddhism in Shinran’s time. From contemporary
thought stand point of view, those thoughts are just one part of
many thoughts. It is impossible in contemporary thought study
field to argue the universal truth by the fact that Pure Land
Buddhism is true compared to limited thoughts. If we persist in
arguing that, the argument of truth is going to be dogmatic or self-
satisfaction.?!%(Translation by the author)

From this passage, the following points can be understood. First, Ryusei
Takeda thinks that the word of temporal in the doctrinal classification of true,
temporal, and false refers to the path of Sages, and the word of false refers
to all religions and thoughts except Buddhism (i.e. all non-Buddhist
thoughts). Second, he thinks that Shinran argues the universal truth in the
doctrinal classification of true, temporal, and false by comparing false.
Third, these facts are obstacles to engaging in world interfaith dialogue and
religious pluralism. In addition, he concludes that we need to change and
revise the doctrinal classification of true, temporal, and false, especially
false and the chapter on Transformed Buddha-Bodies and Lands that is
thought to be the chapter telling about false in detail. However, based on the

result of chapters one and two, his arguments must be critically reviewed. In
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the matter of the first point, the word of temporal in the classification of true,
temporal, and false refers to people of the Path of Sages and those of the
meditative and nonmeditative practices within the Pure Land path; the word
of temporal is not telling about the path, but people. Furthermore, the word
of false does not refer to all non-Buddhist thoughts. This leads me to
conclude that Shinran did not give his opinion about his perspective toward
other religious tradition, and this is the challenge that contemporary Shin

Buddhists are imposed.



3-3. Another way of seeing other religious traditions

Regarding this point, the thesis by Noriaki Matsuo is remarkable. 2!
Contrary to what 1s suggested by Ryusei Takeda, Matsuo’s thesis argues that,
we don’t always need to take three types of perspectives proposed by Alan
Race, but we should admit that we can not understand other religious
traditions that are created by different languages and different cultures.
Additionally, he points out that realizing or knowing religion not as a cultural
phenomenon, but as just religion means living and experiencing through its
religion, and there are no other means to know religion in a true sense. For
example, it is impossible to know Shin Buddhism without Shinjin in a true
sense.?!2

Based on these understanding, he mentions that we can take another
attitude that we don’t judge or determine the meaning and value of other
religious traditions in our own religious and cultural framework. This way of
thinking is completely different from the conventional discussion that we
have done, but this thesis is notable in a sense that it admits honestly the fact
that we Shin Buddhists cannot realize about the meaning and salvation of
other religious traditions. As a result of these findings, it seems natural to
conclude that we Shin Buddhists can take negative perspective toward other

religious traditions, which is discussed above.

Conclusion

The main purpose of this research was to discuss the Shin Buddhist
perspective toward other religious traditions in a religiously pluralistic world.
Towards this aim, we illustrated the three types of perspectives: exclusivism,
inclusivism, and pluralism. Based on this, we also discussed the

classification of true, temporal, and false to understand Shinran’s
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perspective toward other religious traditions. Finally, chapter three focused
on another way of seeing other religious traditions.

In chapter one, it can be determined that the perspectives of exclusivism
and inclusivism which have been criticized as outdated models are still
useful in the contemporary world. On the other hand, pluralism itself has
several kinds of issues such as supersessionism, and it is not necessary to
shift from exclusivism and inclusivism to pluralism. In other words, the
results from chapter one indicate that, although we need to cooperate with
other religious traditions, we don’t need to stop having exclusivism and
inclusivism; or it might be better to say that it is impossible to acknowledge
different religions and thoughts which contradict one’s own religion.

However, the problem seems to lie in the way and behavior when one
criticizes different thoughts and ideas. Once the argument of criticism against
other religious traditions turns to violence, then it would become a different
matter entirely. For this reason, we need to tell the difference between the
issue of thought from the issue of ethics. Therefore, in the field of thought,
Shin Buddhist can have perspectives of exclusivism and inclusivism. As
mentioned before, it is possible to have exclusivism and inclusivism at the
same time, so I would like to propose a perspective, that includes both
exclusivism and inclusivism.

In chapter two, the meaning of false and sixty-two views and ninety-five
wrong paths in the classification of true, temporal, and false was discussed.
Doing research on the classification of true, temporal, and false, it can be
presumed that Shinran did not criticize other religious traditions
themselves, but rather the inconsistency of monks who are supposed to
believe in Buddhism but have different thoughts. In considering this fact, it
is also suggested that in the chapter on Transformed Buddha-Bodies and
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Lands 1s telling about the issue of inconsistency of monks in Shinran’s
time. Yet, since this research did not focus on that this time, a further study
of what this chapter is telling in detail should be conducted. In anyhow, the
passage of false in the classification of true, temporal, and false is not
criticizing other religious tradition, and therefore, it is wrong to interpret
that Shin Buddhism is against other religious traditions in the contemporary
world too.

Based on these facts, we have come to conclude that it is impossible for
Shin Buddhists to take a negative perspective on other religious traditions
because they do not share the same ideological belief system. Therefore
making it virtually impossible for Shin Buddhists to totally exclude the
validity of another religion’s soteriology. On the other hand, toward other
schools of Buddhism, we can take the perspective of exclusivism and
inclusivism in a sense that only Shin Buddhism is the way to achieve birth
in the Pure Land, and people of other schools are going to be saved by
Amida Buddha. However, we should be strict with Buddhists who follows
other religious traditions and still try to claim themselves as although they
presume to be Buddhists. Therefore, the most important issue seems to lie
in the relationship between Shin Buddhists and Buddhists of other schools.
For this reason, the further study of this matter should be conducted.

It is hoped that the findings that have been presented in this paper will
contribute to a better cooperation with other religious traditions in this 21

century.
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