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Stated Preference for Novel Food Attributes:
the Case of Long Life Processed Rice

Michitoshi Yamaguchi (Department of Agrifood System, Ryukoku University)
Nobuki Taniguchi JA Shiga Gamo-cho)
Keizo Yonemori (Ryukoku University Extension Center)

S {30 TT] W Brown rice, Discrete choice, Field experiment, Environmentally friendly, LLRP )

Brown rice is widely recognized for its nutritional benefits, but it often requires
additional effort to cook. Satake Inc. has been developing a revolutionary process called
Long Life Rice Processing, which utilizes superheated steam to make brown rice ready to
cook in a short amount of time, comparable to white rice, while also enhancing its hygiene.
To assess consumers willingness to pay for these innovative qualities of processed brown
rice, we conducted field choice experiments in two locations within Higashi-ohmi city, Shiga
prefecture. The results demonstrate that the additional value placed on novel attributes
such as "no soaking time" and "long-term room temperature storable' compensates for any
negative perception towards brown rice, resulting in a price premium of 200 yen/kg. Age is
a significant factor in explaining the variation in marginal willingness to pay, as the younger
generation, particularly those raising children, have a lower valuation for brown rice
itself but a higher appreciation for the novel attributes. We also investigated the marginal
willingness to pay for the environmentally friendly aspect of rice cultivation, revealing age-
related differences. Older respondents exhibited a positive marginal willingness to pay for
“Kankyo-kodawari” rice, which is the signature environment-conscious certificate in Shiga
prefecture, while those from the child-raising generation showed no significant preference.
Overall, by effectively promoting the novel attributes to consumers, Long Life processed

brown rice has the potential to be embraced as a daily dietary option.
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