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Case Report of the Novel Trial Production of Aobana-gami
for Reestablishing Japanese Textile Culture

Yukino Ochiai (Department of Agri-food System, Ryukoku University)
Kaoru Uno (Professional Kimono Expert)

S (3T W traditional craft, textile culture, dye plant, intangible cultural heritage )

Aobana-gami, meaning “blue flower paper,” is made from the pigment of
blue aobana flowers (Commelina communis L. var. hortensis Makino), a domesticated dye plant
endemic to Japan. Produced since the 17th century by farmers in the rural area of modern-
day Kusatsu city and the surroundings of Shiga Prefecture, it has been used for three main
purposes: to draw pattern sketches for kimono textiles, add blue color to ukiyo-e printing,
and prepare blue-colored confectionary. In the textile industry, yuzen and shibori artisans still
requireaobana-gami for creating high-end products using traditional techniques. However, the
growing issue of succession among farmers has led to a decline in the production of aobana-
gami, placing this intangible cultural heritage in danger of extinction. In response to this
cultural crisis, we began a novel trial production of aobana-gami in 2022 to proliferate local
knowledge and skills pertaining to aobana-gami production and to provide the material
essentials required for traditional craft-making. This case report details the entire process
of the production—from seed sowing to shipping to traders—for novices, and discusses the
potential for attracting new entrants to aobana-gamiproduction. The study especially concerns
itself with the importance of “preconditions,” such as flexible worker response, choosing
the right location for farms and workshops, and labor time to complete the final product,
especially given the fact that aobana-gami production existed alongside the primary work of

paddy farming among farmers.
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