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A study on the establishment and development of budget hotels
- Realizing the function as a social facility and the establishment of budget
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Abstract

This study investigates the emergence of budget hotels as “social facilities” following the Great
Kanto Earthquake, which was the catalyst for the establishment of budget hotels, as well as,
the process by which these facilities were incorporated into Hotel Business Act. Budget hotels in
the Taisho and early Showa period, which are thought to have evolved from cheap lodging hous-
es, served as a place of residence for workers with the goal of alleviating poverty. Following the
Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923, such budget hotels as ‘social facilities' arose from public institu-

tions such as temples and government commissioned projects. It was legalized as a type of Hotel
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Business Act in 1957, owing to the popularity of brothels in the 1950s and the intention to normal-

ize them.
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