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This study examined whether law and clinical psychology students’ severe punishment orienta-
tion with regards to their belief in a just world would change when students take part together in
an exercise on crime. The results showed that participation in the exercises could change the rela-

tionship between students severe punishment orientation and their belief in a just world. In addi-



tion, it was found that students who were initially highly oriented toward strict punishment de-
creased this orientation who after participating in the exercises, more so than those who were less
oriented toward strict punishment. A closer examination revealed that students who were highly
oriented toward severe punishment were more willing to consider the reintegration of offenders
back into soclety after participating in the exercise. In addition, they were more willing to consider
the nature of punishment and rehabilitation of mentally ill patients. The reasons for these changes
are as follows. Law students and clinical psychology students participated in the exercise together,
and they learned the differences in thought processes in relation to crime; they additionally dis-
cussed what is necessary for individuals to live together in a society, acknowledging the differ-

ences between their and others’ way of thinking.
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/N B
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