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A Sociolinguistic Analysis of the Interpersonal
Expressions Staged in the Business Scenes
of the Kamigata Rakugo Stories
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This paper will focus on the Kamigata Rakugo stories staged in wholesale stores in the
Semba region, which has been the center of the commerce in Osaka. They deal with cotton,
plant oil, paper and so on, as well as rice. In these businesses, both employers and employees
lived together; employers' family also lived together, while employees were unmarried.
Apprentices began their career in their early teens, and finally became head clerks. Such
interpersonal situations were linguistically realized in the Rakugo stories. From the junior or

younger generation to the senior counterpart, honorrific expressions were mandatory.
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