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Abstract

This paper evaluates Japan's nuclear regulatory agencies (Nuclear Regulation Authority and The
Secretariat of the Nuclear Regulation Authority) from the perspective of independence and
transparency based on IAEA standards. We found the following two points.

First, in terms of independence, some problems are found in the areas of “independence from other
government agencies,” “independence from stakeholders and regulated parties,” “accountability to the
government and the public,” “securing and deploying sufficient capacity and competence,” “clarifying
lines of responsibility between a single regulatory agency or other agencies,” and “cooperation of outside
experts and eliminating conflicts of interest”. Secondly, from the perspective of transparency, the
following issues are found.

Second, in terms of transparency, problems are found in the areas of “clarity, predictability,
transparency, and consistency of rules” and “communication with the public and stakeholders”.
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FIG. 1. The long term structure of the IAEA Safety Standards Series.
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