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The search for authenticity and the exposure to media

in Japanese HIP-HOP scene.
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Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to assess whether Japanese hip-hop can be considered as such a
“resistance music” as in the United States where it was born, and search for the conflicts between
Japanese rappers and medias. I will first review the early history of hip-hop in the United States and its
reception to Japan. In addition, I will investigate the transition of Japanese hip-hop scene in its most
important period, from the 1990s to the 2000s. I will find a certain pattern of this reception, by
constructing and analyzing the database of Japanese rap artists (their life histories and educational
backgrounds).

Then, as a result of the analysis, I would like to show a table with “level of education” as the vertical
axis and “political tendency” as the horizontal axis, where the Japanese hip-hop artists are placed. As a
conclusion, I will discuss the problems of the relationship between the artists and the media concerning

the hip-hop in contemporary Japan.
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