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Research Notes on the Historical Changes in the Tianjin Ghost Market
During the Mao Zedong Era
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Abstract

The ghost market (52T Guishi) in Tianjin was first formed at the end of the Qing dynasty by small
merchants and lower-class residents of the city, who sold wares on the streets. Secondhand and stolen
goods were sold in this ghost market. Research on the modern history of Tianjin also focuses on this
market. However, no research can be found on the period following the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China. These research notes throw light on the historical changes in the ghost market that
took place following the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. After the People’s Republic of
China was established, the Communist Party defeated the counterrevolutionary forces that had formed
the ghost market and prohibited both the sale of stolen goods as well as nighttime trade. As a result, the
ghost market was reborn as the Tianming Market (KBH1i¥3). This market underwent various
transformations due to the policies adopted during each period of the Mao Zedong era. This paper

establishes a classification of five main periods that outlines the changes that occurred in this market.
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