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The Birth of the Discourse over “Furyo-Shounen (Juvenile Delinquents)”

Tetsuji Yamamoto

This paper reviews the process of the emergence and spread of the term “Furyo-Shounen (Juve-
nile Delinquents)” from the early to mid-Meiji era, and investigates the changes in society’s view of
youths and their characteristics.

As materials, we will employ newspaper accounts from the Yomiuri Shimbun and the Asahi
Shimbun, and the criminal law debates over the treatment of young people at the time, intending to
explore society’s perspective on youth. For the articles, we will examine how those young people,
who would today be considered delinquent, used to be described.

Through analysis and discussion of these articles, we have made the following findings: 1) Ex-
pressions referring to young people as “furyo (delinquents)” or “furyo-shounen (juvenile delinquents)”
began to appear in newspapers in the mid-Meiji period. 2) Before their emergence, no representative
terms were identified that categorize youths as equivalent to delinquents. 3) There was a time when
the term “aku-shounen (bad boy)” was in circulation before the popularization of the term “furyo-
shounen.” 4) The terms “furyo” and “furyo-shounen” have the connotations of being undesirable from
an educational standpoint. 5) These terms came to be prevalent in response to the institutionalization

of social and moral norms into the national system.
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