EJi &GRS E & 2 3 Wi o5 M s ) 73t

A Pragmatic Analysis of the Final Particles
in the Kamigata Rakugo Stories
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In this paper, a pragmatic analysis of the final particles will be shown citing the examples
from the Kamigata Rakugo stories. Final particles are a syntactic, semantic and pragmatic
category which is peculiar to the Japanese language, and cannot be found its counterpart in
English. Those particles discussed in this paper are different from those of the current
standard Japanese: wa, ya, na, ja, wai, kai, nai, jai, wae, kae. One of the characteristics
among these particles is that there are gender differences; some of them are peculiar to the
male language, and others are peculiar to that of female. Another point is that these particles
are chosen with regard to whom the utterance is spoken; to those members of senior to the

speaker, similar or junior. From the pragmatic respect, these chocies are quite insightful.
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