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The Introduction of “Shingon Buddhism”
in Modern China
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Abstract

In the early 20th century, Shingon Buddhism was introduced from Japan to China, and it induced
many Chinese people to go to Japan to study Esoteric Buddhism, which triggered the revival of
Esoteric Buddhism, representing a case unique to modern China.

On the other hand, Shingon Buddhism of Japan has officially begun missionary activities after
1915, tried to bring back Shingon Buddhism.Although “Mission” in Japan, “Return” and” Revival”
in China refer the same way of bringing Esoteric Buddhism back to China, I consider those two
are totally different. Therefore, this paper aims to clarify the differences, attempts to investigate,
and figure out the problems caused by bring back Shingon Buddhism to China.
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