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Bridging the Principle of Human Rights in Japanese Constitution
“Individualism” with the Argument of Public Policy

Abstract

I have lectured “Human rights theory” in liberal arts education and received a lot of questions from

students in my classes. In this paper, I note the way to reply to their questions based on the principle

of human rights in Japanese Constitution “Individualism”. The Constitution of Japan provides “All of

the people shall be respected as individuals” (Article 13). Then I consider the arguments about Article

13, such as the right to privacy. And I think about difficult problem that how we should locate relation

between individuals and collectives.
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