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History of biodiversity conservation policy in the Wet Tropics of
Queensland, an Australian World Heritage site
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Abstract

Australia has evolutionally unique old flora and fauna originating from the Gondwana continent. In
particular, Queensland in northeastern Australia has the world's oldest rainforest with a history of more
than 100 million years, and the indigenous Aboriginal have lived on a wide range of plants and animals.
However, after the European settlement in northeastern Queensland in the 1870s, many rainforests
were lost due to the development of crop lands and pastures and commercial logging, and indigenous
peoples were displaced. The discovery of the ecological and evolutionary value of this rainforest in the
1970s turned the tide into rainforest conservation, and in 1988 the Wet Tropics of Queensland were list-
ed as an UNESCO World Heritage site. In addition, the Queensland Government has returned land own-
ership to indigenous peoples, jointly managed natural and cultural heritage, and the rainforests are now

used as a tourism resource.
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ment Committee 2001)

L2l SNoDEWMERIEIZHRA LoD
TWb, 18D I —1 v /S A A OR
WENE, A=A NF ) TOERERICADEE
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VT BRI S RIS & 19934 1L dE L
W2 BRI S0 DFER E DS 2 3 5 AW S Bk
DfR4E LR e FIHIZBI 3 2178 E B CTh
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