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A Postcolonial Theodicy :
Protest without Hope

Kazuyuki Nemu

The Judeo-Christian current after Auschwitz in which God is portrayed as weak and suffering
overlaps to an extent with postmodernism, which proclaimed the “end of grand narratives.” However,
the exemplification of Auschwitz reveals a lack of postcolonial perspective. John D. Caputo’s post-
modern “theopoetics” emphasizes “hope” based on “love of God” to such an extent that that it ab-
stracts the suffering of people in occupied territories who cannot speak of “hope.” Turning to God on
account of their suffering, Ivan Karamazov would “continue to suffer a pain that is impossible to re-
taliate against along with unhealed indignation” (“theodicy of protest”). But a mediocre person, with-
out the strength of Ivan, forgets such suffering. In this sense, “theopoetics,” which holds that the
meaning of God is enacted, has great potential. This is because it gives meaning to our protest, with-

out hope (Jacques Derrida), against an “enacted God.”
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