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Tsunashima Ryosen’s Language Game

Tadayoshi Furuso

Modern studies of religion that tend to criticize the existence of an intrinsic (sui generis) essence
to religion often refer to the ideas of late-period Wittgenstein. However, in recent Wittgenstein stud-
ies, the thoughts of Wittgenstein’s language game are interpreted not so much as a critique of essen-
tialism, but more as an aid to self-healing, in which one realizes for oneself that one’s thinking has
been confused by the images (Bilder) one uses to understand things. When the religious dialogue of
Tsunashima Ryosen (1873-1907) and his followers is grasped as a language game, this language
game is not criticized by contemporary religious studies as an essentialist discourse that presupposes a
supra-historical essence in religious experiences. Instead, it can be evaluated as something that helps
contemporary religious studies to heal themselves by liberating them from their essentialist image of

religious experience.





