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A Pragmatic Analysis of Personal Pronouns
and Nouns in the Kamigata Rakugo Stories

Ken-ichi KADOOKA *

In this paper, a pragmatic analysis of the pronouns and nouns of honorific locutions will be
shown citing the examples from the Kamigata Rakugo stories. In these pronouns and nouns, def-
erence toward the hearer or the third party is shown. One of the main topics in this paper is that
the degrees of deference are distinguished in each lexical item. The second person pronoun ‘ana-
ta’ is politer than ‘anta,” for example. It is possible to rearrange the lexical items from the polit-
est to the least, or illustrated in a two-dimensional chart when the genders of the speakers are
distinguished.
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