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An Investigation Comparing Korean
and Mongolian Lexicons
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Abstract

Over the years, through thorough research, languages have been grouped into language families.
The languages are not be perfectly similar to one another but similar affiliations define the
groupings of each language family. Although the debate has not been concluded, the argument
that the Korean language is a part of the Altaic language family holds dominance. There are
those that disagree but this is not absolute. The argument changes depending on the researcher’s
perspective and which aspect is emphasized. Within the Altaic language family, there are those
who distinguish the Korean language and the Japanese language. This shows how much opinions
clash. This research paper compares the Mongolian language and the Korean language with a

focus on basic everyday lexicon. The Korean peninsula and Mongolia share a history of war and
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communication with relation to the Chinese Yuan Dynasty during the Goryeo Dynasty. Some
names that crossed over from Mongolia through cultural exchange during that time are still used
in Korea today. The majority of these names can be found on Jeju Island. Towards the end of the
Goryeo Dynasty, following orders as a subject state of the Yuan Dynasty, a princess from Yuan
married the king of Goryeo. With this marriage, Mongolian customs and language started being
practiced and used in Goryeo. In the following Joseon dynasty, there was a period when the
Mongolian language was used in the Royal Court. This research documents the classification and
investigation on simple words that are used in everyday life. There were difficulties in selecting
the target comparison and in writing out phonetic symbols since words evolve over time and
pronunciations differ depending on region and individuals. Most of the lexicons in this research

were investigated using the Naver Mongolian Dictionary.

Key words : Mongolian language, the Altaic (family of) languages, Korean language, Japanese

language, lexicon
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(Kirghiz), &E}olo} (Altai), 3t7F 2] (Khakas), &£2°] (Shor), & %239 (Chulym Turkish),
FEuko] (Tuvan), E3}o] (Tofa), OFFES] (Yakut), E7F) (Dolgan), A 23120 (West Yugur),
F9] 7127]2] (Fuyu Kirghiz)
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